Subject: Standing united in the face of intolerance

Dear William J.,

New York and this nation were founded on the premise that we are all created equal. In the weeks that have followed the
election, that promise has rung hollow for too many New Yorkers and Americans.

Hate crimes have spiked across the country and this state has not been spared. This week, fliers glorifying the KKK
were found distributed on cars in Suffolk County. Last week in Allegany County, a softball field dugout was defaced with
the words “Make America White Again,” accompanied by a spray-painted swastika. These are just a few examples. My
administration has launched a number of investigations into hate crimes targeting minorities and immigrants. and
immigrants.

| call on all public officials, of all parties, and indeed, all people everywhere, to denounce and repudiate these
expressions, and to pledge to punish to the full extent of the law anyone engaged in such acts. To remain silent is to
engage in a dangerous new permissiveness that threatens our American way.

Residents who have experienced bias-motivated threats, harassment or discrimination are encouraged to call our toll-

free hotline at (888) 392-3644 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Friday. If you want to report a crime or fear for your safety,
call 911 immediately.

Let me be very clear: These acts of hate and intolerance go against everything New York stands for. We have welcomed
generations of immigrants with open arms. This state will continue that proud legacy — we will not turn our backs and we
will not let this heated rhetoric divide us.

We will stand strong united in the face of intolerance and show the world that we are one people, one family, and one
New York.

Sincerely,
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo




